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Network, which serves people with autism in Rhode Island.

Imus the Irritable

Fans flock to live show in Providence to hear what's bugging him

MARK
PATINKIN

m. Friday and the streets of
Providence are empty — 5o is the
Convention Center as 1 walk in. I
‘assume Il be among the first o join the
Imus in the Morning show, being
broadcast live inside, but when I reach
he third-loor ballroom, there are
hundreds filling the seats, even at $10.a
ticket. I's got o be the biggest event in
the state at this ridiculous hour.

Imus may have had a rough ride 18
months ago when he was dropped by
CBS radio after some controversial
banter, but he's back now, stil draws,
andif you ask me, he's sil got it

I've lstened to him for a while,
usually off a radio hanging in the.
Shower tuned to 790 AM, but seeing

The local crowd erupts when h tells

he connects. In a time when most
Cnlotthies peckags thrmsivs, o ok
tell Imus is not an act. He really
‘acerbic curmudgeon. He even does it
while reading commercials, a one point
‘ad-libbing an ad for Lumber Liquidators
by saying they “won't screw you.”

My press pass allows me to walk to
the fourth VIP row, though even there, |
can'tfully see Imus’ face. No one can.
Al see is a large black cowboy hat
pulled down to his nose. If you don't
know Imus you might consider that a
bit much, just as you might if you don't

western singers. But his

know counts
fans can't imagine him wearing
anything else.

his coast-to-coast audience of millions
that he's in Providence. Then, live, he
asks those in the ballroom if they'd
een able o hear the first haf hour
before he justtold his crew o turn up
the speakers. A buzz in the back
indicates some hadn't

S0 you must be irritable,” says Imus,
Hea ke Lam.”

10 part of why people ke him. Don
Imus is always irstable. There’
Something about that.

He makes it known that some
photographers in the room are bugging
him. He then call to a producer (o get

sec IMUS, E5.




Imus the Irritable

Continued from Page E1

bim bettr coffee, ven asing
those
thers gm o becasee b ooks

e oumalist Mike Barnil s
the first guest talking
ot e g by B
Obama, Imus gets initated
again and calls Barnicle a

liberal wu

MARK| Actually, he
uses a different
PATINKIN et than he
1, Barice polts  the
hnckdmn for 00
of Imus, ropriate s it
hat e s seaed i ront of &

bout Imus’ age:
4y Buti itsays a ot thatina

0 all ideologies. During.
the morning, he el Hillary
tan” and Joe Biden a

“weasel", but he also lambastes

complin bout stff or four

] et to wondering why folks
‘would drive through the dark at
5130 a.m. o see the same show
hey coud hear at home
ring a break, | approach
o i 3 iy
hat. His name is Frank Rogers,
72, retired from head of

maintenance at a home for the
elder

ry.
btk
iy e ot e i
Jnow i wasnt right,but it
wasn't fai

He

f is referring to the April 4,
2007, scandal when Imus made
aracally charged comment
about the Rutgers women'

basetbal eamin i o

why Rogers paid $10
for something he coud have

heard free.
“I don't care if i cost $200

He said he lingered after the
game to “letall the drunks get
out”

1l him he sounds ke
I

“Got o e
don'tlke i,

like it is. If you
e s g

“Bye’
L approach John Millte, 6,
911 operator
“When he go ired”says
Millette,“it was like Ilost a

Early, 40-something,
who'd amhed =D
front-row seat, say
ourth remote”  hearing las
live on the road.
‘e been listening to him
since his WNBC days.” she
savs,

of!eme a that,since he often
tescribes his former self the

**Ealy has been a Navy wte
for three years. Her husband,
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something, “Kind
of ke people who

. director
there for 33 years,
come chat on

asking her why
autism is on the

‘She said no one
some

g program, which was
Convention Center yesterday morning.

James Early, is on a submarine
Somewhere in the Pacific. She
saysshe ks musbecause e

Either you got that or you
didt,and ifyou didn', the
imoves on anyvay

s know
rciosfor good e,

o frienpiclidem g

arl

reading a news

rrent mayor

m ‘Washington getting in some
rouble. You can tell Imus is

“The bitch st him up

works,

questions bailing out an auto.
industy that il makes

oot i B s 1
pt hings on the sret tht are
oo expensive, (00 ugly ai

are compensating for

h he Started
m New Mexico for kids with

" Many there had hopes of
seeing Imus with Buddy Cianci,

ik
i
z
FH

two are having a

qml aﬂer Cianci, in his last
rance, went a bit (0o far

bnngmg up the Rutgers

scandal

Thsosghou the show, the
lL-:lmnnungek!cpi up local

" portscaster Warner Wolf
asks to hear it for the New York

Jets, who'd edged out the
Patits th nigh bfore,
soloud the

To i delight, mus even
the. ith one of us
ecionate i, rfertng o
them as “People who after this
are going to their AA meetings.”
But h

nates him
after Imus goes backstage for a
break.

“IU' cold in here,” Bartlet
mimics. “Where's the coffee?
No pictures damn i
enerally acts senle
mus” next guest is Kinky
Fricdman, a singer and noveist
who'd run for governor of

5?

the airtime, and actually
riedr

often in a ta

take off 10 take a customer to

Ao ol o o
as they

Eat amace
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